Fiftieth Anniversary 


of the 
Incorporation of the Town of 


MILLIS, MASS. 


<a 

FL ~~ \, 
y; MILLIS : a 
J FIRST SETTLED GAN 


IN 1658 AS 
BOGGASTOWE FARMS & 
INCORPORATED AS 
MEDWAY 1713 
EAST MEDWAY 


INCORPORATED FEB. 24, 1885 


FIRST TOWN MEETING MAR. 6, 1885 


LANSING MILLIS 


May 


be as 


the history of this town to the latest generation, 
nnobled as was the life and character of him whose 
name we bear. 


THE KING PHILIP TREES 


In 1885 most of the old grant, or East Medway, was 


incorporated as the Town of Millis. 


The earlier days from 1713 to 1885 were “times that 
tried men’s souls.” History paints a vivid picture of the 
early settlers, both men and women, and of their faith in 
God and Country. They were called upon to sacrifice and 
to give to their utmost. 


Their splendid example inspired the six hundred and 
eighty-three citizens who comprised the population of Mil- 
lis in the first year of its incorporation, and now as we are 
at the close of the fiftieth anniversary of our town we can 
look back with the satisfaction of knowing that we have 
endeavored, at all times, to keep that faith, 


Millis has little to boast of beyond its neighbors in 
picturesque scenery, but there lies all about much of that 
quict loveliness of landscape which abounds in this part 
specially along the banks of the 


of Massachusetts, and e 
sleepy Charles. 


Division I—State Police, Millis Police, Marshal and 
Aides, Hon. Marshal and Aide, National 
Colors and Guard, Norwood American Le- 
gion Band, Co. K, 3rd Battalion 372 Infantry 
Massachusetts National Guard. 


Division I[—Veterans of Foreign Wars Band, Medway, 
Massed Colors and Guard, Naval Commu- 
nication Reserve Ist. Naval district Boston, 
Automobiles with Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Guests. 


Division I][—Colors and Guard, Hopedale Brass Band, 
Spanish War Veterans, Norman Prince 
Colors and Guard, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Posts. 


Division IV—Elsie Janis Drum and Bugle Corps, Ameri- 
can Legion Posts, American Legion Dis- 
abled Veterans and Guests in Automobiles. 


Division V—Bessie Edwards Drum and Bugle Corps, 
Spanish War Auxiliaries, Veterans of For- 
eign War Auxiliaries, American Legion 
Auxiliaries, Automobiles with Auxiliaries 
Members and Guests. 


Division VI—Colors and Guard, Medfield Junior Legion 
Drum and Bugle, Corps, Firemen, King 
Philip and Indians, Spirit of '76, George 
Washington and Aides, Union Soldiers, Red 
Cross Automobile. 


Division VII—National and Scout Colors, Millis Girl 
Scout Drum and Bugle Corps, Girl Scouts. 


Division V1I11—National and Scout Colors, Hopedale Com- 
munity Boys Drum and Bugle Corps, Boy 
Scouts. 
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TOWN OFFICERS, 1935 


Town Clerk, Lloyd C. King 
Town Treasurer, Christopher C. Clancy 
Selectmen 
Philip J. Gavin, 1936 Charles A. Smith, 1937 
Rudolph F. King, 1938 
Assessors 
Millard B. LaCroix, 1936 George D. Cassidy, 1937 
George Y. Robinson, 1938 
Public Welfare 
Edmund F. Lovell, 1936 Fred J. Wight, 1937 (ReneS 
Michael F. Power, 1938 Harry E. King 
School Committee 
Frank S. Walker, 1936 Richard F. Downing, 1937 


Evan F. Richardson, 1938 


Water Commissioners 
Lloyd C. King, 1936 Michael H. Clancy, 1937 
W. Harold Simpson, 1938 


Sewer Commissioners 
Clarence E. Simpson, 1936 Evan F. Richardson 1937 
Lloyd C. King, 1938 


Park Commissioners 
John W. Murray, 1936 William Just, 1937 
Lemuel Clark 1938 


Cemetery Commissioners 
Rudolph F. King, 1936 Evan F. Richardson, 1937 
Edmund F. Lovell, 1938 
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Questions 
1. Shall an act passed by the Gen- 
eral Court in the year Nineteen Hun- 
dred and Thirty Five, entitled, “An 
Act placing the office of Chief of Police 
of the Town of Millis under the civil 
service laws,’ be accepted? 


2. “Shall the operation of section 
one hundred and five B of chapter one 
hundred and thirty-one of the Gen- 
eral Laws, requiring for the taking of 
fur-bearing animals the use of traps 
that kill at once or take such animals 
alive unharmed, be suspended within 
this town?” 


RECORDS OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
HELD IN THE HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, MILLIS, 
MASS., MONDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 11, 1935 


The Annual Town Meeting of Millis, Mass., was 
opened at 7:45 P. M. by Moderator, Frank P. Congdon, in 
the High School Auditorium by the reading of the Town 
Warrant. Warrant was attested by Constable W. H. 
Thorne and signed by the Selectmen of Millis. 


Town Clerk, Lloyd C. King, read the results of the an- 
nual town election held in the Grange Hall, Millis, polls 
opening at 6:15 A. M. and closing at 3:00 P. M. 


Art. 1. To choose a Moderator for one year; a Town 
Clerk for one year; a Town Treasurer for one year, Two 
Constables for one year; One Selectman for three years; 
One member of the Board of Public Welfare for three 
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Art. 25. Water Extension to Park 750,00 
Art. 33. Fire Department—fire hose 315.00 
Art. 35 Unpaid bills—Fire Dept. $1,016.47 

Health Dept. 75.00 


1,091.47 


Art. 37 Reimburse Emergency Fund 


Minus Free Cash Balance, January 1, 1935 


Total amount granted $103,171.94 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
TO THE CITIZENS OF MILLIS. 


The Board of Selectmen submit the following report for 
the vear 1935. 


The Selectmen early in the year held a joint meeting 
with all elected Town Officials and Appointed Officer: 
This meeting was held for the purpose of creating a spirit 
of cooperation among the Town Officials, and the meeting 
was so successful that the Selectmen for the second time, 
in the fall, called a joint meeting for the purpose of taking 
advantage of and working out Federal Relief projects to 
cover a period of nine months, and fourteen projects were 
submitted to the Federal Government and practically all 
were accepted. 


It was fortunate that this action was taken by the Town 
Officials inasmuch as the unemployment became acute in 
the late fall and today we have about twice as many on 
Federal Relief as at the beginning of the year. 
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Art. 13. To see if the town will appropriate mon 
for the purpose of establishing Manual Training, erp 
a suitable instructor, and purchase such equipment as is 
needed; or act on any matter relating thereto. 


Art. 14. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate 
a sum of money for repairs to the Town Office or act 
in any manner relating thereto. 


Art. 15. To see if the Town will appropriate the sum 
of $500.00 for the purchase of two and a half inch fire 
hose or act in any manner relating thereto. 


Art. 16. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate 
a sum of money to be used in connection with Public 
Works or Emergency Relief projects under the direction 
of the Board of Selectmen or act in any manner relat- 
ing thereto. 


Art. 17. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate 
the sum of $2000.00 for the purchase of a Forest Fire 
Truck and that to meet said appropriation in accordance 
with Chapter 44 of the General Laws, there be raised in 
the tax levy of the current year the sum of $800.00 and 
that the Treasurer with the approval of the Selectmen 
be and hereby is authorized to borrow the sum of 
$1200.00 and to issue a note or notes of the Town there- 
for, said note or notes to be payable in five years from 
the date of issue or such earlier date as the Treasurer 
and Selectmen may determine, or do or act anything in 
relation thereto. : 


Art..18. ‘To see if the town will vote to increase the 
salaries of the Board of Public Welfare from $80 to $225 
per year or act in any manner relating thereto. 


Art. 19. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
selectmen to make suitable arrangements with a gas 
company for the purpose of supplying domestic gas 
within the town or act in any manner relating thereto. 


Art. 20. To see if the Town will vote to authorize 
the Board of Water Commissioners to appoint their 
own Water Registrar or act in any manner relating 
thereto. 


102 


Art. 21. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate 
a sum of money for the suppression of the Gypsy and 
Brown tail moth and Elm Leaf Beetle or act in any 
manner relating thereto, : 


Art. 22. To see if the Town will appropriate $300.00 
to provide post quarters for the Millis Post 208, the 
American Legion (as provided under General Laws, 
Chapter 40, Section 9, as amended by Acts of 1923, Chap- 
ter 122) or act in any manner relating thereto. 


Art. 23. To see if the Town will vote to accept the 
following cemetery trust funds for perpetual care, Ed- 
mund N. Clark $50.00 and Phoenius N. and Henry S. 
Spencer $120.00 or act in any manner relating thereto. 


Art. 24. To see if the Town will vote to accept and 
maintain McCabe Ave. as a public street or act in any 
manner relating thereto. 


Art. 25. To see if the Town will vote to reclaim that 
portion of Island street abandoned between Ridge to 
Exchange Street and from the residence of George Law- 
rence Smith to Dover road, and authorize the Selectmen 
to petition the County Commissioners for a new layout 
or act in any manner relating thereto. 


Art. 26. To see if the Town will vote to reclaim that 
portion of Acorn street abandoned between the residence 
of Nicholas Sabol and the Delorey residence and author- 
ize the Selectmen to petition the County Commissioners 
for a new layout or act in any manner relating thereto. 


Art. 27. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate 
a sum of money for a new car for the Police Depart- 
ment, or act in any manner relating thereto. 


Art. 28 To see if the Town will appropriate a sum of 
money for Memorial Day, or act in any manner relating 
thereto. 


Art. 29. To see if the Town will accept the recom- 
mendation of the 50th Anniversary Committee for the 
use of the Cash balance on hand, or act in any manner 
relating thereto. 
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2nd term, 1935-36 
3rd term 


School Calendar 


Jan. 2 to Feb, 21 
Mar. 2 to Apr. 17 


8 weeks; 1 week vacation 
7 weeks; 1 week vacation 


4th term Apr. 27 to June 19 8 weeks 
Ist term, 1936-37 Sept. 9 to Dec. 23 16 weeks; 10 dys. vacation 
2nd term Jan. 4 to Feb, 19 7 weeks; 1 week vacation 
3rd term Mar. | to April 23 8 weeks; 1 week vacation 
4th term May 3 to June 25 8 weeks 


School Holidays: Jan. 1; Feb. 22; Good Friday; April 195 
May 30; October 12; November 11; Thanksgiving Day 
and day following. 

No School Signal — Fire Alarm 22 — 7.30 AM, 
ee 
1 1698 Medfield’s fifty shillings for schooling on the West Side of 
~ the Charles led to Sergeant Joseph Daniel becoming our original 
schoolmaster, but soon he was replaced by Experience Adams, 
mother of eight. Her smaller stipend reached her husband. Until 
1737 some pioneer’s kitchen served as school house. 


The high school scholars 
were sent to the Medway High 
School until 1902, when the 
Millis High School started 
with an enrollment of 64. The 
first class of two graduated in 
1904. The total is 329 grad- 
f} uates in the 32 years, includ- 
’ ing last June. 


At the time of the incorporation of the town on February 24, 1885, 
there were three schoolhouses; the Ellis School in Rockville, now 
standing, with 42 pupils; the Daniels School, a smaller edition of the 
Ellis School, located on the northwest corner of Ridge and Orchard 
Streets, with 19 pupils; and the old Adams School, 2 two-room build- 
ing, which was a part of the Adams Schoolhouse recently torn down, 
with 64 pupils, or a total of four schools with 125 pupils and four 
teachers. There were also 13 pupils who were sent to the Medway 
High School with an appropriation of $2,000. 


Now fifty years later, our total enrollment is 247 in the first six 
grades, 123 in the Junior High, and 80 in the Senior High—a total of 
458, with an appropriation of $36,850. These scholars are all housed 
in a modern, up-to-date brick building, presided over by a Superin- 
tendent of Schools, 17 teachers, school physician, and school nurse. 
The equipment and furnishings in the building are first-class and also 
include a good sized auditorium with facilities for school games, 
physical exercise, and furnishing a convenient meeting place for all 
large town functions. 
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restrictions on employment, perhaps soon by statute (which seems 
to be increasingly demanded) boys and girls are remaining in school 
until 16 or older. Formerly those attending High School were mostly 
those who planned for professional or literary employment, college 
or technical preparation; in 1890 only 3% of those of High School 
age in the United States were in High School. The Proportion has 
doubled each decade until now it is 75% and, at the present Tate, 
it will soon be 100%. We are offering courses and opportunities only 
slightly varied to those who will go into all other kinds of occupa- 
tions, for many of which our pupils need definite Preparation; many 
will discover their own aptitudes only through more yaried offerings; 
some will learn better by guided experience in doing and only then 
will profit by book work and recorded experience. (“My books read 
different now” said a graduate of Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology after a year in industry; and this after a “practical” course 
and practical work every summer during it!) We should make im- 
mediate provision for beginning this type of work with our boys, 
Perhaps some investigation of the work now done in Holliston, 
Medway, Walpole, and Norwood will convince our citizens of its 
value. While we should do much more than at present for our girls 
we are, nevertheless, accomplishing much for them with our rela- 
tively meager and economical arrangements. The boys’ need is much 
greater. 


In music, drawing, and physical education our work continues and 
in some respects is being developed, although less fully than if we had 
expert supervision. Real progress has been made in music during 
‘the past year through the introduction of new and better books, 
helpful visits and talks by an expert, and by guiding outlines which 
have been issued. As an outside activity and without cost to the 
School Department, interest and skill in instrumental music are 
being encouraged and it is hoped an enlarged school band or orches- 
tra may be developed. With help from the State Department we are 
now making special effort to systematize the work in physical edu- 
cation and health. 


Up to the present our efforts in physical education have been 
mainly along the line of athletic sports. As many as possible of the 
High School pupils have taken part, even though school teams have 
been the main aim. The post-season, inter-class games have been 
perhaps of more yalue to the whole school than the regular schedule. 


The gradual building-up of the spirit of the school through the 
energetic leadership of the Principal and the cooperative assistance 
of the School Council (working toward increased assumption of 
individual and group responsibility by all pupils) is noticeable and 
appreciated. The ambition of our teachers is evidenced by the large 
number following evening or vacation college courses. For all their 
help and loyalty I express my appreciation; and for all support which 
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is one outlined by the Norfolk County 4H Club Extension Service, 
Miss Catherine Cook, the County Agent, has met with these clubs 
several times and reported them as doing good work, 


I wish to thank all who cooperate with us in order that our pupils 
may experience such practical problems of life which tend to make 
more intelligent and appreciative future citizens of our country. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) KATHERINE B. EHNES 


REPORT OF SCHOOL PHYSICIAN 


To the Superintendent of Schools of Millis: 

The general physical examination revealed that health standards 
are being well maintained. There appears to be some improvement 
in general hygiene and a distinct improvement in dental care. 

There are some who are persistently underweight but the per- 
centage is certainly no greater than in any like number of school 
children. In most cases the undernutrition is due to faulty habits 
rather than fundamental physical defects. 


Injuries in athletic contests were minimal in frequency and severity. 
iseases have not been a problem. There have been 


Contagious 
sporadic cases but no real epidemics. 

The pre-school clinics for diphtheria immunization are being well 

“utilized. The importance of immunization is becoming quite gener- 
ally appreciated. 

The response to the program for tuberculosis detection has not 
carned the co-operation which it merits. Perhaps the response might 
be better if the program were better understood. The group selected 
for examination is first given a skin test. Chest X-rays are taken 
of those who react positively. If anything abnormal is found in the 
X-ray a physical examination is done by the State examiners. If 
latent cases are detected in childhood and proper treatment insti- 
tuted many individuals will be prevented from developing adult tu- 
berculosis, 

The successful eradication of tuberculosis depends upon its pre- 
vention, The success of the State program requires the whole- 
hearted co-operation of the parents of the school children. 


Respectfully submitted, 
CARL BERG, M. D. 
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